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Another monastery, belonging to the Jesuits, was
more magnificent than many royal palaces. Its
church was decorated with beautiful Bohemian
marble. Its long passages and numerous rooms,
its tower for the observing of the Stars, its superb
library full of old and valuable books, its museum
of quaint mechanical instruments, all helped to
show how wealthy was the Catholic Church of that
day. There were about 400 monks living in the
monastery and Emanuel was told that only wealthy
and talented men were allowed to join the
brotherhood.

Although he took this long journey through
Europe that he might learn as much as possible
of the silver, copper, and tin mines of the Con-
tinent, Swedenborg could not hide his delight in
churches. Wherever he went, he made the fullest
notes on the churches and monasteries he saw. The
diary he wrote while on his travels is filled with
information about mines and churches. Now and
then he would write many pages on all that he saw
when visiting some metal-works, but it is quite
clear that the journeys which he made through
Europe between 1733 and 1739 gave him also a
very complete knowledge of the State of the
Christian churches at that day.

Again and again he was Struck with the magni-
ficence of the services of the Roman Catholic